
Senate Bill No. 654

CHAPTER 244

An act to add Section 19961.05 to the Business and Professions Code,
relating to gambling.

[Approved by Governor September 11, 2017. Filed with
Secretary of State September 11, 2017.]

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 654, Dodd. Local moratorium: gambling tables.
Existing law, the Gambling Control Act, provides for the licensure and

regulation of various legalized gambling activities and establishments by
the California Gambling Control Commission and the investigation and
enforcement of those activities and establishments by the Department of
Justice. The act prohibits, until January 1, 2020, an ordinance in effect on
January 1, 1996, that authorizes legal gaming within a city, county, or city
and county from being amended to expand gaming in that jurisdiction beyond
that permitted on January 1, 1996. Existing law requires any amendment to
any ordinance that would result in an expansion of gambling, as defined,
in the city, county, or city and county, to be submitted for approval to the
voters of the city, county, or city and county and to be approved by a majority
of the electors voting thereon in order to be valid, except that an ordinance
may be amended without the approval of the electors to expand gambling
by a change that results in an increase of less than 25% with respect to
specified matters, including the number of gambling tables or the hours of
operation of a gambling establishment in the city, county, or city and county.

This bill would authorize a city, county, or city and county to amend its
ordinance to increase the operating hours of a gambling establishment to
up to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 19961.05 is added to the Business and Professions
Code, to read:

19961.05. Notwithstanding Sections 19961 and 19962, a city, county,
or city and county may amend its ordinance to increase the operating hours
of a gambling establishment to up to 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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